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MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Registration Day - September 11 
Registrat ion Day at Messiah College is 
on September 11, and classes begin the 
next day. Ron E. Long, Director of Ad-
missions and Financial Aid, projects a 
modest enrollment increase in spite of the 
fact that the number of college-age youth 
is declining. 
Registrat ion of first-time freshmen is 
expected to reach 345 and result in a total 
enrollment of 1,100-plus students. 
Dean David B r a n d t is pa r t i cu la r ly 
gratified by the quality of the class of 1982. 
T h e a v e r a g e S A T score of s t uden t s 
granted regular admission is over 1032 
points. The national average for s tudents 
taking the S A T is 900 points. 
Extensive road work by admissions 
counselors has produced a freshman class 
f rom very diverse geographic back-
grounds. Mr . Long notes that the largest 
enrol lment gains come f rom New Jersey 
and the New England area. Three foreign 
countries, 17 states, and the District of 
Co lumbia are represented in the freshman 
class. 
Applicat ions for the fall of 1979 are 
a l ready t r ick l ing into the A d m i s s o n s 
Office. If current enrollment t rends con-
tinue, Messiah College should reach its 
goal of 1250 full-t ime equivalent students 
by the academic year 1980-81. 
From the Editor 
Long and Musser Department Heads 
Mr. Alden Long has been named chair-
man of the Religion and Philosophy 
Depar tment at Messiah College for 1978-
79. Dr. Mart in Schrag, who has given 
excellent leadership to the depar tment for 
ten years, is taking a refresher leave, 
studying at Not re Dame and Mennoni te 
Biblical Seminary at Elkhart , Indiana. 
Mrs. Schrag will accompany him and 
study at the University of Indiana at South 
Bend. 
During Janua ry they plan to be in Israel 
at the American Insti tute of Holy Land 
Studies. For the Spring Term they will 
return to Messiah College where Mar t in 
will write and Dorothy will teach. 
Mr. Steve M usser is serving as chai rman 
of the Depar tment of Management and 
Business while Mr . Don Zook continues 
his studies part- t ime at Temple University. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Gilbert, Red Lion, Pa., hosted a fellowship 
dinner in honor of their parents ' 50th 
wedding anniversary. The couple, who 
were married June 16, 1928, attend the 
Pleasant View Brethren in Christ Church. 
A money tree, along with other gifts were 
presented to the couple. 
The Air Hill congregation held a 
farewell fellowship for their pastoral fami-
to page fourteen 
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Evangelical Visitor 
The answer too often given to the problem of crime by 
those of us who call ourselves evangelicals is to call for 
stricter enforcement and harsher sentences. We say this in 
spite of a back-log of cases in our courts and prisons 
already overcrowded. We say this in spite of the fact that 
prisons are graduate schools in crime and prisoners come 
out more skilled in their criminal ways and more bitter in 
their attitude. 
There are a few, Premnath Dick among them, who are 
doing more than lament. They are doing what they can. 
Perhaps the prisoner and the prisons are for this genera-
tion an opportunity for the Christians as the mentally ill 
and the institutions for their confinement were for a past 
generation. 
J . N . Hostetter, Director of Development for Messiah 
Village, supplied the photographs used on page 11. In the 
accompanying letter he wrote that all of the sheltered care 
units have been taken. I understand that the nursing care 
beds are nearly all occupied. 
Although few, if any, of our churches carry on a 
ministry for the deaf, the article on page 12 should raise 
our consciousness of this need in our communities. 
One of the fascinating and rewarding experiences at the 
Mennonite World Conference was to observe the inter-
preters for the deaf. The section for the deaf was in the 
to page three 
2 
Editorial We Need a Telescope 
Many of us have had the experience of stepping into a 
room and having our attention taken by a painting 
hanging there on the wall. We are fascinated by it. We 
change our position, looking at the painting from several 
vantage points. 
Now we decide to move closer so that we can see it 
better. But the nearer we come to the painting the less 
impressed we are. The details become more prominent but 
the impact and meaning have been lost. In our effort to see 
more we see less. Perspective and wholeness have been 
lost. 
I believe that this is a proper analogy to bring to bear 
upon the current emphasis upon Bible study. We need to 
bring to our study of the Bible the Bible's perspective and 
wholeness of view. We have been and continue to concen-
trate on limited portions of Scripture, attempting to find in 
these God's word for our need. This portion is too often 
studied in isolation without the full biblical message being 
brought to bear upon it. What a person or group may "get 
ou t" of this portion may be quite afar from the scriptural 
message. Or the meaning of the portion may for all 
practical purposes be lost because the wider biblical 
perspective is not brought to bear upon it. 
This does not mean that portions of Scripture should 
not be studied in depth. It does suggest that leader and 
student will need to devote time and effort to understand 
the Bible as a whole. There is need to see the panorama of 
biblical history and God's actions. We need to understand 
the mountain peaks of God's revelation as recorded in the 
Scriptures. We need to understand the various literary 
forms God used to transmit his revelation and how to 
interpret this variety of form—poetry for instance is not 
narrative and should not be interpreted in the same 
manner as narrative is interpreted. There are biblical 
themes that run through Scripture like strong strands in a 
fabric holding the Bible together as a unit. There is the Old 
Covenant and the New and between them there is both 
continuity and discontinuity. 
We will not all become Bible scholars but discipleship 
calls for us to be Bible students. We all need to seek for 
that biblical perspective and wholeness which enlightens 
the smaller portions of the Scriptures. This means that we 
come to the Bible for more than inspiration; we come for 
biblical knowledge. 
For our biblical perspective we need to provide a 
theological framework. This framework will give form and 
consistency to our unders tanding of the Bible. A 
theological framework will aid us in maintaining a biblical 
tension between biblical truths and alert us when these 
tensions are giving way. 
I hear the call from among us for biblical preaching and 
teaching. This will not happen until we become more 
serious about biblical knowledge and the entire biblical 
message. This will not happen until we wrestle with and 
articulate a theology. Our pulpits will become stronger and 
our smaller group study sessions will take on meaning if 
we can recover the wholeness and the grandeur of the 
biblical message. 
We have been using the microscope too much—ex-
amining our own feelings, emphasizing our own needs, and 
focusing on words and phrases from isolated portions of 
Scripture. What we need is to turn to the telescope. Focus 
it on God's entire revelation, experience the scope and 
grandeur of the biblical message and see each portion of 
Scripture from the biblical perspective. Do not sell your 
microscope; you will need it on occasion. But the current 
need is for the longer and the wider view which the 
telescope provides. 
This longer and wider view will bring new dynamic to 
our preaching. It will add new meaning to our experiences. 
It will also add significance to those chapters and verses 
which we will be reading and studying. 
Since 1942, the National Association of Evangelicals has 
carried out God's mandate through a united evangelical witness. 
• YES, we would like to reflect upon 
the varied ministries of this united 
evangelical witness by observing 
NAE Sunday. October 29 Please 
send the following free materials 
in the quantities listed: 
bulletin inserts; 
promotional posters; and 
special NAE Sunday 
offering envelopes 
• Since we will be observing NAE 
Sunday, please send us the free 
cassette featuring Dr Christopher 





Mail to: NAE, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187 by October 2 
V NAE SUNDAY • OCT. 29, 1978 J 
From the Editor 
from page two 
front of the auditorium and wherever 
one sat these interpreters could be 
seen. They appeared to interpret 
everything and a staff of interpreters 
took turns in what appeared to me to 
be an extremely demanding task. 
It was interesting to watch the style 
of the interpreters. Some made their 
gestures precise while others made 
theirs more graceful and with flourish. 
I suspect interpreters for the deaf 
"speak" with different accents. 
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A Renewal of the Quest 
E. Morris Sider 
Review of Dr. C. O. Wittlinger's 
History of the Brethren in Christ 
C a r l t o n O. W i t t l i n g e r ' s long-
awaited Q U E S T FOR PIETY A N D 
O B E D I E N C E is now before us, and, 
it must be added, the wait has been 
well worthwhile. Clearly written, com-
prehensive, interpretive, sympathetic 
yet objective in the treatment of sub-
ject matter, the volume obviously will 
r a n k a m o n g t h e b e s t o f t h e 
denominational histories. 
Dr. Wittlinger identifies four major 
periods in Brethren in Christ history. 
In the first one hundred years (1780-
1880), the Bre th ren s p r e a d out 
geographically from their base in Lan-
cas t e r C o u n t y , P e n n s y l v a n i a to 
Canada and the Midwest. They also 
worked out in their church and social 
life their founding principles of piety 
and obedience, which led them to 
emphasize, among other things, the 
conversion experience, brotherhood, 
and nonconformity to the world. 
The years from 1880 to 1910, in Dr. 
Wittlinger's view, form a period of 
transition. The transition was marked 
by a growing interest in evangelism 
and missions and by the use of new 
tools with which to carry out this 
interest—mission stations (home and 
Dr. Morris Sider , a co l l eague of Dr. 
Wittlinger, is a Brethren in Christ historian in 
his own right having authored A Vision for 
Service, a history of Upland College; Fire in 
the Mountains, the account of the Saxton 
revival; and recently Nine Portraits, biographies 




Q b e d i ^ 
abroad), Sunday schools, educational 
inst i tut ions, a church paper (the 
E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R ) , and 
revival services. Also marking the 
transition was the advent of Wesleyan 
holiness into the denomination, with 
its emphasis on the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the Christian. 
Th i s per iod of t r a n s i t i o n was 
followed by one of adjustment (1910-
1950). The holiness forces, with their 
teaching of a second-work sanctifica-
t ion and r egene ra t i on occu r red 
simultaneously, with sanctification 
subsequently developing as a life-long 
process. At the same time, the rural 
and separated Brethren were adjusting 
to a technological and urban society. 
T w o w o r l d w a r s b r o u g h t t h e 
brotherhood into further contact with 
forces in the outside world and tested 
its commitment to nonresistance. As a 
result of these pressures, the church 
attempted to safeguard its faith by 
drawing tighter the lines of nonconfor-
mity, which led to an element of 
legalism that had been largely lacking 
before. 
The years from 1950 to the present 
constitute a second period of transi-
tion. Our own generations reacted 
against the legalism of previous years, 
and, in a related action, began the 
quest for a new identity which has led 
to new ecumenical relationships with 
such groups as the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals and the Christian 
Holiness Association. It has also led 
to relaxed standards of dress and 
discipline, and to a decentralization of 
church administration, which now 
emphasizes the congregational rather 
t h a n t h e c o r p o r a t e l i fe of t h e 
denomination. 
Dr. Wittlinger has supported this 
large study of 580 pages with a solid 
foundation of documentary evidence, 
as the notes attached to each chap-
ter clearly demonstrate—as well he 
might, since he is not only a pro-
fessional historian but also Archivist 
of the denomination. And he has 
handled his sources judiciously and 
with an open mind, a fact to which I 
can personally attest as one of his 
teaching colleagues and as a reader of 
the book in its manuscript form. 
Thus only occasionally will the 
reader lift a questioning eyebrow on 
matters of detail or use of evidence. To 
cite one instance, I have some reser-
vations about the study he uses (pages 
545-46) which indicates that the 
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B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t a re ho ld ing 
remarkably well to their historic stand 
on nonresistance. I very much suspect 
that the study is too optimistic and 
that further work on the subject would 
alter the figures. Instead of con-
gratulating ourselves on this evidence, 
we need to be encouraging a modern-
day E. J . Swalm or C. N. Hostetter, 
J r . to recall us to the position. 
But such quibbles on detail are very 
minor considering the general ex-
cellence of the book. That excellence 
is achieved in part because Dr. 
Wittlinger has chosen to be inter-
pretive in his work, rather than to com-
pile a merely factual, chronological 
account. In making that choice, he 
has, of course, taken calculated risks. 
Among the interpretations that will 
undoubtedly raise some discussion in 
church circles is his treatment of the 
holiness movement. It needs first to be 
said that he has done us all a great 
service by delineating the various 
stages the doctrine went through in the 
brotherhood. He shows that it was 
never entirely foreign to the thinking 
of the denomination, but by 1910 
views of sanctification as a second 
work shared acceptance with earlier 
views concerning the progressive 
nature of the experience. By the mid-
1930s, however, the church had very 
largely accepted the second-work posi-
tion. 
Dr. Wittlinger sees the holiness 
movement as having a very significant 
effect on our denomination. Second-
act holiness tended to subtract some 
elements from the conversion ex-
perience, which had been crucial in our 
pietist understanding of the faith. It 
a lso t ended to lead t o w a r d in-
dividual ism and thus away f rom 
brotherhood (with its implications for 
obedience)—if the sanctified person 
was led by the Holy Spirit, what need 
had he or she of the counsel and 
suppor t of brothers and sisters? 
Perhaps most controversially, Dr. 
Wittlinger suggests that the holiness 
movement created a sort of first- and 
s econd -c l a s s B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
Dr. Wittlinger (left) has a quizzical look as 
he engages Ertvin Thomas, denominational 
publisher, in conversation during the Sun-
day afternoon service at which the history 
was officially released. Mrs. Wittlinger is 
an interested observer. 
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membership, since those who had ob-
tained the sanctified state considered 
themselves bet ter Chr is t ians than 
those only converted. 
About these views, several com-
ments may be made. First , Dr . 
Wittlinger is a loyal churchman; his 
statements are clearly intended to 
state the facts as he sees them, rather 
than to attach praise or blame or to 
grind an axe. If, however, he is correct 
in his conclusions, as when he sees a 
second-class membership syndrome, 
should we not, out of our historic 
concern for bro therhood, address 
ourselves to that problem? Further-
more, Dr. Wittlinger would be the first 
to admit that more study needs to 
be done on the subject, perhaps 
preferably by a theologian. Such a 
study, I suggest, should include a 
detailed investigation of the various 
doctrinal statements on sanctification, 
and should also seek to determine 
where the church presently stands (I 
suspect that in practice it is close to 
the 1910 position); perhaps a new 
statement would then be formulated. 
Dr. Wittlinger is also bound to raise 
d iscuss ion by his view tha t the 
denomination is presently engaged in 
an identity crisis. "The Brethren in 
Christ ," he states in the Epilogue (p. 
544), "began as a small, sectarian 
brotherhood marked by a clear sense 
of self-identity distinguishing them 
from other religious societies. Two 
hundred years later they are a growing 
denomination characterized by diver-
sity of thought and practice, which 
precludes any simple description of 
their self-identity." Implicit in his 
writing is a sense of regret that this 
should be so, and his book may be 
seen as a call to a renewal of our quest 
for piety and obedience, for a reex-
amining of and recommitment to our 
historic roots. 
Q U E S T F O R P I E T Y A N D 
O B E D I E N C E , in this sense, is indeed 
a significant and timely book. It comes 
at a time when many people in the 
denomination, including young and 
new members, sense, however vaguely, 
that there are principles and values 
historically held by the church that are 
attractive for today's living. This book 
will help them to identify those prin-
ciples and values. 
And the book comes at the dawn of 
a new day of evangelism in the church, 
which envisions a doubling of our 
church membership within ten years. 
Q U E S T F O R P I E T Y A N D 
O B E D I E N C E will r a i s e s o m e 
questions we shall all want to consider 
in this exciting move forward. For 
example, if this enlarged body is to 
retain a sense of its identity in relation 
to other groups who too are concerned 
with saving souls and bringing them 
into the church, must we not try to 
understand and continue to build on 
our historic understanding of the 
faith? If we fail to do so, will we not 
invite the question: what do ye more 
than others? May we not also in a 
neglect of our roots feed the thinking 
of those both inside and outside the 
church who, however unjustifiably, 
wonder if we exist only to maintain the 
"power structures"? 
The past, of course, is not to be 
revered for itself; neither do many of 
us wish to return to the legalisms of an 
earlier day. But Dr. Wittlinger's book 
will be a good reminder to all who 
read that we have a good heritage for 
the future if we care to know and to 
apply its positive characteristics. 
Doing 
What 
Premnath S. Dick 
We Can 
There is a legend in the Middle East 
about a spindly little sparrow lying on 
his back in the middle of the road. A 
horseman comes by, dismounts, and 
asks the sparrow what he is doing 
lying upside down like that. " I heard 
the heavens are going to fall down," 
said the sparrow. " O h , " said the 
horseman, "and I suppose your spind-
ly legs can hold up the heavens." "One 
does what one can ," said the sparrow. 
"One does what one can!" 
Those of us engaged in the Criminal 
Justice field sometimes appear to be 
like this little sparrow, wishfully 
thinking that somehow we are going 
to be able to stem the tide of human 
need. The horsemen of our day come 
riding by and point out that our 
spindly efforts will never turn back the 
poverty, pollution, overpopulation, 
etc., from eventually crushing the life 
out of all of us. There is no doubt in 
my mind . . . that volunteering has its 
rough times. Anticipation and un-
derstanding of potential problems 
should help to prepare volunteers, and, 
hopefully avert some of these "rough 
t imes," before they occur. 
Team Approach. The "Team Ap-
proach" is the professional and the 
volunteer working together to provide 
m o r e and b e t t e r se rv ices . Th i s 
relationship is the catalyst to solving a 
number of problem areas. Volunteers 
are expected to report to and consult 
with probation staff on all matters 
pertaining to their cases and, in return, 
professional staff are expected to 
The writer is working under East Harlem 
Interfaith in a widely based ministry in N e w 
York City, with strong emphasis upon relating 
to persons and their families who have had an 
encounter with the law. Premnath is a member 
of the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church. 
make time available for whatever in-
formation, teaching and consultation 
is necessary. Use this approach and 
hold it accountable. Without it, we 
would not be able to utilize volunteers 
in our Court Services agency. 
Handling Information. Confiden-
tiality is the key. Don't talk to friends 
or family about information the client 
tells you and don't "sni tch" to his/her 
parents, spouse, etc. Similarly listen to 
what the family has to say about the 
client, but don't necessarily share it 
with the client. The probation officer 
will acquaint the volunteer with 
policies on handling confidential infor-
mation. It may appear that keeping a 
client's negative actions is in his/her 
best interests. In the long run, this is 
not so. You are doing a greater service 
to report misconduct . The client 
should unders tand you have this 
responsibility. Otherwise, your dis-
closures will simply create distrust or 
confuse the client. 
Exploitation. Your relationship is a 
two-way street and neither party 
should dominate. Be willing to say 
" n o " to unreasonable requests and to 
explain why. Make the client an im-
portant responsibility in your life, but 
don't let h im/her become a burden on 
you, your friends, or your family. 
Rewards. Most people involved in 
a helping profession need to see some 
type of return on the services they are 
giving. He lp is very difficult to 
measure. A client and family may 
never express direct apprecia t ion. 
They may not know how, they may 
feel uncomfortable doing it, or they 
may not feel it is necessary. Many 
clients are not able to display affection 
or happiness. Many have never had 
the opportunity or reason to learn 
how. A quick smile, a verbal agree-
ment with you, comfortable use of 
nicknames—these are all rewards that 
have more value than a loud " thank 
you" or a blatant display of affection. 
Understand your own reward system 
and learn to accept the client's way of 
saying " thank you." 
Dependability. It is vitally impor-
tant for the volunteer to make a firm 
commitment in terms of frequency 
and regularity of contacts with the 
client. Similarly, as the relationship 
grows, so will the client's expectations. 
If you must be absent for extended 
periods of time, or miss a meeting, be 
sure to explain this to the client. The 
volunteer should aim at building in-
dependence in the client through con-
s t ruc t ive means , never t h r o u g h 
destructive disappointment and un-
reliability. Fulfillment of an expressed 
commitment helps the client to build 
respect for the volunteer, the agency, 
and for the relationship. 
Closure. Today ' s highly mobile 
society limits the possibility of greatly 
extended relationships. One of the 
prime responsibilities of the volunteer 
must be to prepare the client for 
eventual separation. If possible, begin 
discussing the matter several months 
in advance, pointing out your own 
personal ambitions and needs. It is 
important to assess your own willing-
ness to continue the relationship after 
separation. If you are unwilling or 
unable to make that commitment, 
don't mmake it. Remember also that 
no matter how much independence the 
client has, he/she has also built a 
dependence on the relationship. Help 
the client to see that he/she can relate 
to others and that as he/she continues 
to grow, there will be new oppor-
tunities and new challenges. For some 
period of time, you may have been an 
important part of another person's 
life. Don't spoil the positive results of 
that time by leaving a client un-
prepared for your departure. 
Like the sparrow with his spindly 
legs, those of us working in the field of 
criminal justice are trying to do what 
we can. The combined efforts of paid 
and unpaid staff may not bring an end 
to the world's problems, but it is a 
major step in the improvement of 
service delivery to our clients. 
It is v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t t h a t 
denominations, and individual con-
gregations be involved in this very 
special and d e m a n d i n g k ind of 
ministry. The fields are white to 
harvest. 
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10th Mennonite World Conference 
The Fellowship of the Gospel 
T h e 10 th M e n n o n i t e W o r l d 
Conference held in Wichita, Kansas, 
July 22-27 was truly a world con-ference, with 9,500 registered from 44 
countries of the world. The largest 
single service in attendance was the 
Sa tu rday night rally held at the 
Wichita State University Stadium, 
with 16,000 sharing in the musical 
program and hearing the challenging 
gospel message by Don Jacobs. Ap-
proximately 100 Brethren in Christ 
w e r e in a t t e n d a n c e d u r i n g t h e 
Conference, representing Rhodesia, 
Zambia , India, Japan , Canada and the 
United States. Our Kansas church was 
well represented and on Thursday 
evening , 65 of ou r c o n t i t u e n c y 
g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r for food and 
fellowship in the Holiday Inn Gold 
room. 
The days were filled with multiplied 
activities which included major ad-
dresses and responses, Bible study 
groups (105 different groups meeting 
simultaneously each morning), after-
noon workshops , special interest 
groups, and drama. We found great 
difficulty in being able to comprehend 
it all. 
We became conscious of the power 
of the gospel that made us one 
in Christ . Although different in 
language, color, dress and culture, we 
all shared together in singing the same 
songs and rejoicing in the fellowship of 
the gospel. Our minds and hearts were 
stretched to new dimensions of un-
derstanding the various cultures of the 
world, th inking beyond our local 
church, conferences or nation, and to 
see ourselves as brothers and sisters in 
Christ whose community is the world. 
A major highlight was the personal 
testimonies of the six delegates from 
the U . S . S . R . They were enthusi-
astically received, this being the first 
time in the history of the Mennonite 
World Conference they were able to 
be represented. They referred to the 
growth of the church in their country, 
saying the church was alive and well. 
Another statement was, "Love is a 
universal language and it is a topic for 
the heart ." They reported that the 
number of Mennonites in Russia was 
around 30,000. 
Special music groups and especially 
the assembly singing played a large 
part in the conference. The songs for 
g r o u p s inging were wr i t t en and 
prepared for the conference so that all 
nations with their various languages 
could sing together. A moving ex-
perience was the singing groups from 
A f r i c a , E u r o p e , T a i w a n , I n d i a , 
C h i l d r e n ' s C h o i r f r o m C a n a d a , 
American Indians and various U.S. 
choirs including the 500 male voice 
Mennonite Kansas Choir. 
The challenges were many. The 
major addresses, together with the 
Bible study and workshop groups all 
d e a l t w i t h t h e t h e m e of t h e 
Conference, "The Kingdom of God in 
a Changing World." The truth of the 
messages regarding our responsibility 
in today's world caused us to examine 
our beliefs and practices in light of 
God's Word; to evaluate our witness 
to a lost world; to find new ways of 
working together to strengthen one 
another and to faithfully represent 
Jesus Christ in our world until he 
comes. 
Each morning session opened with a 
worship meditation on the Lord's 
Prayer. Bishop Roy Sider, spoke 
effectively at the opening session on 
the theme, "Our Father Which Art in 
Heaven." Other Brethren in Christ 
who shared administratively were, 
Bishop Donald Shafer, representing 
Midwest Conference; Dr. Arthur 
C l i m e n h a g a , our newly e lected 
representat ive on the Mennoni te 
World Council; Paul Hess, pastor 
Zion Church, Abilene, Kansas, served 
on the local arrangement committee; 
and Alvin C. Burkholder, member of 
the Mennoni te World Conference 
Presidium. 
The concluding service with Bishop 
Fes to Kivengere , f r o m U g a n d a , 
stirred our hearts to faithfulness and 
to be true to the gospel. The con-
cluding service was when the 12,000 
participating communicants took part 
in one of the most beautiful and 
solemn communion services that made 
a fitting climax to a never to be 
forgotten World Conference. 
—Alvin C. Burkholder 
Brethren in Christ Representative 
Jacob Muchimba and Jonathan Mwaalu of Zambia (Brethren in 
Christ) requested prayer for their country 's churches, that they would 
learn how to serve God. They were taken aback when asked what the 
Nor th American church could learn from them. Jacob finally spoke 
hesitantly, " W e have been in America three weeks. I see that there is a 
large focus on the individual." He put his arm around his compan-
ion, Jona than , and went on, " In my country, in my church, if 
something happens to my brother here, it happens to me. If one is 
hurting everyone hurts. We don' t see ourselves just as individuals." 
—General Conference Mennonite 
News Service 




When I returned from my first visit 
to our Cuban church in early February 
of 1976, I felt I could never have 
another experience as exciting and as 
spiritually stimulating. I was wrong. 
My wife and I had the privilege of 
living and worshipping with our 
b r o t h e r s and s i s te rs in C u a t r o 
Caminos for four wonderful days, 
April 13-16. 
We went to Cuba with Unitours, a 
Canadian travel agency which has 
been taking Canadian tours groups to 
Cuba since 1972. Our group went to El 
Tropico, a resort on the northern 
shore of Cuba approximately 50 miles 
east of Havana. 
A Cuban vacation is a relaxing, 
enjoyable experience. The ocean 
beaches are unexcelled. The warm, 
friendly Cuban staff do everything 
possible to make your stay most 
rewarding. Several in our group had 
been there several times and were 
planning repeat visits. Four American 
ladies from Chicago were in our party. 
We wished to spend a couple of 
relaxing days at the beach, and then a 
few days over the weekend with our 
people at Cuat ro Caminos. We did not 
know where we were in relation to the 
village, but discovered a couple of the 
Cuban staff at the resort who knew the 
place. They were most helpful in 
giving us permission to leave for a few 
days, and in ordering a taxi to take us 
the approximately 50 miles cross 
country to our church. Their only 
concern was that we be back Monday 
morning to be taken to the airport for 
the return to Canada or "you may be 
in Cuba for a long t ime." We love 
Cuba, but! 
My first visit to Cuba was an ex-
citing adventure. I was a stranger to 
them and they to me, but for only a 
short time. This visit was a return visit 
to fr iends, beloved bro thers and 
sisters, with the added pleasure of 
sharing the experience with my wife. 
She and our Cuban people loved each 
Ross is a member and Canadian treasurer, 
Board for Missions. H e is pastor of the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church near Stevensville, 
Ontario. 
The Communion Service on Sunday evening. Ross Nigh is sharing along 
with Julio Gonzales, vice-president of the congregation. Severina Campos 
is interpreting. 
other instantly, (neither are difficult to 
love). Not only did I enjoy it more, but 
it was meaningful to them to have a 
husband-wife team with them. 
We stayed with our pastor, Juana 
Garcia and her husband, Julio. Many 
visitors came during those days. We 
visited in several homes, and our 
Cuban people shared of their love and 
hospitality. 
Jose Rodriguez (left) and Lourdes Per-
domo were two young persons baptized by 
Rev. Nigh. The church in North America is 
urged to remember these young people, as 
well as the church in Cuba, in prayer. 
From Friday night to Sunday night 
we enjoyed five worship services, four 
in our church in Cuatro Caminos and 
one at Nazareno on Sunday after-
noon. Services have continued in this 
town about ten miles distant since the 
missionaries were with them. It was so 
good to again hear their enthusiastic 
s inging, v i b r a n t t e s t i m o n i e s and 
sincere prayers, not to mention the 
pleasure of preaching five sermons in 
three days. Severina Campos, who 
interpreted for the Wolgemuths, was 
my interpreter for these services. 
Two highlights were the baptismal 
service on Saturday and communion 
on Sunday. Jose Rodriguez and 
Lourdes Perdomo are fifteen-year-old 
young people of our congregation. 
They followed the Lord in believer's 
baptism in the Saturday evening ser-
vice after giving a public testimony to 
their faith in Christ. Pray for these 
y o u n g p e o p l e as they wa lk in 
obedience. 
We took a new communion set to 
our church, a gift of friends in Canada. 
What a joy it was on Sunday evening 
to share with our brothers and sisters 
in remembering the Lord's death. 
There was one difference, in discussing 
what we would use, we discovered 
grape juice was not available. I 
suggested any fruit juice would serve 
the purpose as a "symbol" of the 
blood of Christ. Juana came in with a 
dish of lovely strawberries. A blender 
was found, and we presided at a 
communion service with the "frui t of 
the vine," strawberry juice. 
This communion service was not 
only a remembrance but a service of 
expectancy. Our church in Cuba is a 
praying, expectant church. They speak 
and testify often of the Lord's re-
turn, so the communion was in reality 
showing the Lord's death "until He 
come." 
We returned to the resort late Sun-
day night, to return to Canada on 
Monday. Our hearts and our conver-
sation often return to Cuba, to a flood 
of happy memories. It is so good to 
know that on this beautiful Caribbean 
island, God has built and preserved 
His church. God was so good to us to 
allow us to be part of His family there, 
in person for a few days, in spirit 
forever. 
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Rhodesia - South Africa - Zambia - Malawi - Botswana - Moza 
Give the Winds a Mighty Voice 
Robert Mann 
The Radio Ministry of the Brethren 
in C h r i s t C h u r c h t h r o u g h i t s 
programmes, A M A G U G U EVAN-
GELI (Gospel Gems), is now ap-
proaching the completion of its third 
year. It is useful to evaluate the 
programme and its impact to see if we 
are achieving our objectives. I would 
like to report to you the results of 
some evaluations that we have con-
ducted. 
Questionnaire. At the end of last 
year we prepared a questionnaire to 
evaluate listeners' responses. These 
we d i s t r i b u t e d at the R h o d e s i a 
General Conference in December to 
pastors who took packets of calendars 
for their churches. We received about 
60 comple ted ques t ionnai res . The 
response is summarized as follows: 
How many times do you listen to this 
programme? 
a l w a y s — 5 7 % ; o f t e n — 2 5 % ; 
sometimes—18%. 
Which programme do you listen to 
and like the most? 
T u e s d a y — 4 4 % ; F r i d a y — 1 9 % ; 
both—37%. 
How many people listen with you? 
many—40%; few—13%; alone— 
8%; with family—30%. 
At what t ime do you listen? 
m o r n i n g — 1 1 % ; even ing—65%; 
both—24%. 
How clear is the reception? 
clear—82%; not clear—8%; hard to 
find—10%. 
Calendar Offer. This year again we 
had calendars printed which adver-
tised our programme. During the 
Robert Mann is Program Director of 
Amagugu Evangeli, the Brethren in Christ 
broadcast originating in Bulawayo. 
Control room at the Bulawayo Studios 
where Gospel Gems is recorded and edited. 
months of December and January the 
calendar was offered to any listener 
who requested it. In response to this 
offer we received over 700 letters. To 
each we posted a calendar, tracts, and 
a letter. The addresses on a sample of 
t h e l e t t e r s show the f o l l o w i n g 
geographic distribution: 
14% Bulawayo city and townships 
10% S o u t h a n d w e s t — K e z i , 
Antelope Mine, Plumtree 
12% N o r t h — T j o l o t j o , V ic to r i a 
Falls, Nkai, Gokwe 
6% East—Essexvale, Filabusi 
12% South-east—Gwanda, 
Matopo, West Nicholson 
16% Rest of Rhodesia 
20% South Africa 
10% Other coun t r i e s—Zambia , 
Malawi, Botswana, Swaziland 
The increased response and areas of 
listening I think can be attributed 
partly to the political developments 
and the fact that more people are 
listening to short wave to hear from 
outside sources and thus tune into our 
programme. 
Chris tmas D r a m a . A f t e r t h e 
Christmas programme we made an 
offer to send a copy of the script to 
anyone writing and requesting it. To 
this offer we got 30 responses. This 
offer was made twice, on Tuesday 20th 
and Friday 23rd December. 
Letters. We have received many 
letters from listeners indicating that 
they have heard the programme. Most 
to page 10 
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letters are very general, but some 
indicate a depth of response. The 
following are extracts from listeners' 
letters which will give some indication 
of the impact of the programme. 
Chiredzi—Last night I really en-
joyed your sermon. I would like you to 
continue preaching as this would make 
us to be free from sin. 
F i l a b u s i — I j u s t w i s h y o u r 
programme would continue and never 
stop. 
Swaziland—I would like to tell you 
that your programmes are a blessing 
to me. 
Zambia—I praise the Lord for 
m a k i n g it poss ib le to hea r t he 
programme here. It is a blessing and I 
thank the Lord for your faithfulness to 
Him. 
Gwanda—Oh, how I enjoy the 
programmes of Amagugu Evangeli; 
I like them very much. 
Antelope—I thank you for your 
radio ministry. I always listen and am 
deeply interested in your sermons. 
Gwanda—I have benefited a lot 
from your programmes. It pleases me 
that you answer our questions satisfac-
torily. 
Johannesburg—One evening I was 
shopping around on my radio dial. I 
came across Amagugu. I really en-
joyed the programme. The message 
dealt with the last days and even 
touched about God calling names of 
the people in the final judgment. It was 
a new thing to my ears. I was greatly 
c h a l l e n g e d . T h a n k you fo r the 
message on truth. 
Mozambique—I love the Lord 
because He can't be failed. I was very 
proud to hear the Gospel being 
preached in my language. I wish to 
encourage you my home people to 
keep on with your ministry over the 
air. This is the only way you can carry 
t h e m e s s a g e a c r o s s wi th m u c h 
persecution, and it's not that impossi-
ble to tune on and hear the message. 
Remember us in prayers and keep on. 
Mbabane—I am writing this note 
on behalf of my wife. We have really 
enjoyed the women's programme. The 
thing is that the speaker really helps us 
to solve some of the problems we have 
in our homes because she talks about 
the pract ica l problems which the 
world is facing. 
These three friends recently celebrated their 70th birthdays together at 
Fellowship Chapel. Ruth Minter (left) with her husband Sam have provided 
unique service at the Chapel for the past 10 months (Sam has been interim 
superintendent). The Minters completed their service and returned to Kansas 
the first of August. Mary Farina (center) is Pastor Dan Farina 's mother and 
has become a part of the Fellowship Chapel congregation. Dr. Sophia Gore 
(right) is a dentist who lives several block away and attends Fellowship 
Chapel. 
Helping to make the occasion special were the carnations (courtesy of 
Sam) and the birthday dinner (cooked by Ruth, but served by the Voluntary 
Service unit). The cake, provided by Marty Halper, a member of Fellowship 
Chapel and a close friend of the Farinas, is inscribed: "Happy Birthday to the 
Big Three—Ruth, Mary & Sophia. 
Bonds of friendship, cemented together by the love of Christ. 
» 
Pretoria—Praise God for making it 
possible for me to grasp the Christian 
message. Friends, I tell you that I 
wasn ' t ab le to live with peop le 
peace fu l l y , but because of y o u r 
message over the radio I have been 
able to make up my mind. Please keep 
on. You are not labouring in vain. 
People listen above all many are really 
getting help from these programmes. 
S w a z i l a n d — M y r a d i o w a s n ' t 
operating so I know I really missed a 
lot. Praise God now I will be able to be 
with you in the air. By listening to the 
Christian programmes I learn to know 
how to live peace fu l ly with my 
classmates and how much I have to 
play my part as a Christian young 
man. I mean to work for the Lord. 
South Africa—I was listening to you 
yesterday. I was challenged by the 
music. Mr . Moyo gave a message 
which really enlightened me. I would 
be listening for more programmes. 
Malawi—I enjoyed the songs you 
play. Above all I enjoy the Tuesday 
Bible study if only you may extend 
them in time, 6 to 8 minutes is too 
short. I wish you co-operation in this 
matter. May God bless you. 
STAFF: I would like to express a 
special word of thanks to each of the 
many people who have contributed of 
their time and talent to the production 
of these programmes. From the end of 
last year Edgar Ndlovu has been 
working full time in the radio ministry 
as the Assistant Director. This has 
made it possible to have a more 
effective followup for the letters we 
receive from listeners. He has been 
able to give more time and energy into 
programme content and to the many 
small details of keeping the studio 
operation efficiently. 
It is our prayer that the Lord will 
continue to bless this radio ministry 
and use it in these days to provide 
encouragement to the believers in 
places where they cannot worship 
together. We also pray that it will 
effectively present the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to needy people. 
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Dedication-Messiah Village 
July 1, 1978 
Rev. Dale Allison, Chairman, Board of 
Benevolence, brings greetings and receives 
the dedication offering. Dr. Ivan Beachy, 
Chairman of the Building Committee, is 
seated on the platform. 
Mr. Musser Martin, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, presents the key to 
Bishop H . A. Cinder for the dedication 
ritual. 
September 10,1978 
A large audience—est imated at 
1500—participated in the dedication 
of Messiah Village at 10:00 A.M., 
Saturday, July 1. 
Beautiful for situation and ideal for 
location this retirement and nursing 
care facility of the Brethren in Christ 
Church sits on a hillside facing U.S. 
15 approximately six miles southwest 
of Harrisburg, Pa., near the campus of 
Messiah College. 
The Village which is located on a 
47-acre campus provides 90 nursing 
care beds and 102 shelter care units. 
Provisions include cluster housing un-
its to be built on the grounds. 
The Messiah Village is operated 
under the Board of Benevolence of the 
Brethren in Christ with its own Board 
of Trustees. 
Bishop H. A Cinder and Bishop C. B. B - G j n d e r c h R e y G e o r g e 
Byers lead in the dedication ritual. K i b , e r a f ) d ( u r n s Q V e r , h e R e y t 0 h j m a s 
Administrator of the village. 
11 
Rev. J . N . Hostetter , Director of 
Development, presents the dedication 
message. 
So Tha/AlbC ^ 
Hear ' 
Rachael Zehr 
Estes Park Assembly 77 remains vividly imbedded i 
my mind. There for the first time, to my knowledge, the 
Mennonite Church attempted to make it possibly for the 
deaf to be a part of a large assembly and conference. To 
see them be involved was a thrill. Too long they'd be^n one 
of the forgotten minorities. 
My interest in work with the deaf stems back t<\ a 
Voluntary Service assignment at Pathway School 
Pennsylvania which led me into the field of deaf education 
Little did I know when 1 volunteered for VS, I would 
change my life's vocation from an elementary teacher to a 
teacher of the deaf. At that time, I had heard of the First 
Deaf Mennonite Church at Lancaster, but knew none of 
the persons involved. 
When I read in Gospel Herald about the first few 
Retreats for the Deaf at Laurelville, I wondered whether it 
would be appropriate for hearing persons like myself to 
attend. After attending one retreat I came home with a 
completely new outlook, having met and made a lot of new 
friends. Being one of the "hearing minori ty" in a deaf 
majori ty was a new experience for me. The love and 
warmth of the deaf friends I made that weekend was an 
experience that has stayed with me. I renewed ac-
quaintances at Estes with many of my friends from 
Laurelville and in addition, met many others who were 
interested in the deaf work. 
At the retreat in 1976 we learned the Mennonite Board 
of Missions was setting up a Mennonite Center for 
Development of Deaf Ministries on a half-time basis, with 
Eli Savanick serving as director. Through his efforts the 
deaf were included at Assembly 77 at Estes Park. At a 
meeting Eli called for persons interested in or involved 
with the deaf, I was inspired by the variety of persons, gifts 
and concerns in that group. However, I wasn't sure where 
my gifts or interests could be used while I was in Illinois 
and most of the work in the church for the deaf was in 
other areas. 
Also at Estes I met Pauline Yoder, mother of a deaf 
friend. She has encouraged the church to develop deaf 
programs and her enthusiasm and encouragement are 
contagious. When she heard that my background was in 
deaf education and curriculum development, she wondered 
if I would be willing to help in this area if needed. 
She said, "When a need is brought up, the Lord sends 
someone to fill the need." She mentioned that her daughter 
Phyllis Gehman from the First Deaf Mennonite Church in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, was teaching a Sunday school 
Rachel is a member of the Mennonite Church of Normal , Illinois. 
at-"a loss for 
materials ta,use. SfTe'wondered if I would be 
Phyllis with some type of Jjiuflday school 
^east a t qa l basis. 
led to Ik the arftwej^asJjQ: w h a t - f s h o u l d be 
jping. iieirfg^ one o l the communicators for Uje^new 
jndation Series SundaV~-sdiool cumctrffffh. I was 
especially interested in seeing if that could be of use. If 
curriculum materials that had alread been developed for 
our church could be used, the theology being taught to our 
leaf children woujd be consistent with that taught in our 
churches. Because uTe-ehildren needing the materials were 
from" 4^7 years old, I decI3Btl~t»--ttse--thc^Kindergarten 
materials varid see if they could be adapted. 
First I loofed- over the lessons to see what concepts or 
language deaf children may have problems understanding; 
then I suggested ways to pre-teach some of the concepts in 
order to help the children really understand what is being 
taught. 
" A picture speaks a thousand words" is an old adage 
that takes on new meaning when working with the deaf. 
For a deaf child, ideas and concepts of things such as 
" o b e y " and "d i sobey , " " h o n e s t " and d i shones t , " 
"forgiveness" and emotions such as " f ea r , " "sorrow" and 
"happiness" need to be clarified in order for learning to 
take place. I 'm not an artist, but here again, the Lord filled 
the need. Mike Jantze from our congregation willingly 
gave of his artistic ability to prepare pictures I needed. 
Some are used as worksheets for the children and others 
are for the teacher. An attempt was made to provide ideas 
for a variety of activities, taking into account the need for 
children to learn by doing and the need for a variety of 
visual materials for deaf children. Songs, in sign language, 
also help convey ideas to be taught. 
Raymond Rohrer, deaf pastor of the First Deaf Men-
nonite Church, gave a lot of encouragement and support to 
my efforts and Phyllis Gehman, who was using the 
materials, also gave valuable feedback. They've en-
couraged me to do the same thing with the first and second 
grade materials next year. 
The efforts seem worthwhile. One Sunday because of 
unusual c i rcumstances the adult class met in the 
auditorium and Phyllis' class of young deaf children met 
around the pulpit area. During the adult Sunday school 
discussion about giving, the father of one of the deaf 
children said in sign language, "That ' s what I call 
really giving" (referring to the teaching going on in his 
child's class); "my children are really learning about 
God." He said it with a lot of feeling. 
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Teachers' evaluations are taken seriously 
Revision Begins on Foundation Series 
Although there has been widespread affirmation of The 
Foundation Series, first introduced in the fall of 1977, 
revisions have begun. Some of these are extensive, but 
most are typographical or cosmetic in nature. Many of the 
revisions are the result of suggestions from teachers. 
The Foundation Series is a Sunday school curriculum 
for nursery age through grade eight published cooperative-
ly by the General Conference Mennonite Church, the 
Mennonite Church, and the Brethren in Christ. 
The work of editing the revisions has been divided among 
the three denominations. John Zercher of the Brethren in 
Christ is editor of the revisions for the grades seven and 
eight material; J im Horsch of the Mennonite Church is 
responsible for similar work for grades three to six; and 
Edna Dyck of the General Conference has oversight of the 
revisions for nursery, preschool, kindergarten, and grades 
one and two. 
Except for Horsch, who has worked with The Founda-
tion Series since its beginning, the other members of the 
revisions committee are new to the work. General over-
sight for the revisions is being given by Laurence Martin of 
the Mennonite Church. The Church of the Brethren, as a 
cooperative user of the curriculum, has also appointed 
Shirley Heckman to the committee. This group of five 
meets quarterly to assess suggestions and decide on 
revisions. 
Of the teachers who sent in evaluations about 80 percent 
said they would recommend The Foundation Series to 
others. An even higher percentage rated the visual attrac-
Resources for Teaching Deaf Persons 
Supp lementa l teaching mater ia l s based on the 
Kindergarten Foundation Series materials are being 
created quarterly by Rachel Zehr of Normal, Illinois, for 
use with deaf children in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. These 
materials will be made available to interested groups this 
fall. Write to Board of Christian Education, P.O. Box 
127, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
tiveness of the curriculum positively, except for the 
kindergarten and grades one and two levels for which 60 
percent rated it good. Teachers were also satisfied with the 
reading and concept level of the material with one 
exception, grades one and two. 
The teachers were also asked for specific suggestions. 
Many of these are being incorporated into the changes. 
These are the revisions planned: Nursery—A teaching 
packet will be developed containing stories, songs, more 
specific session plans, and pictures; Preschool—Teachers 
singled out three lessons as especially difficult to teach. 
The editors will attempt to remove these difficulties; Kindergarten—Most dissatisfaction was with the teaching 
packet. Consequently it will be released in quarterly 
segments rather than in an annual packet. Color photos 
will replace the black and whites, and stick puppets will be 
provided for "Friends." In and Out will be more colorful. 
Although the kindergarten program has an annual cycle, 
its revisions will not be ready until September 1979, the 
same schedule as the two-year cycle of the other levels. 
For grades one to eight the following changes are being 
processed: Grades 1-2—The format of the student guide 
will increase to SVi by 11 inches. The editors will lower the 
reading level and pictures will be added to the teaching 
packet; Grades 3-4—The mater ia l s in the student 
workbook and reader will be more clearly labeled with 
session numbers to match the teacher's guide; Grades 5-
6—Though most respondents were grateful for the biblical 
base, many were overwhelmed by the amount of Bible 
material included in every session. As a result the editors 
will reduce the amount of Bible content and will sharpen 
the focus for each session. Different inks will be used on 
the teaching pictures and instructions for using the pictures 
will be printed on the back of each picture; Grades 7-
8—Since there were no references to the service and relief 
activities of the Church of the Brethren, these will be 
added. 
Paul Lederach, former executive director of The Foun-
dation Series, says everyone involved in the curriculum is 
dedicated to making the materials a more effective tool for 
teaching. Since guidance for future revisions will be 
influenced strongly by evaluation sheets, he encourages 
teachers to complete them and send them in. 
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ly, the Roger Wit ters , on Wednesday 
evening, July 26. On Sunday , July 30, 
Bishop Henry Ginder installed Rev. Keith 
Ulery. The A m b a s s a d o r Sunday School 
c lass t r ave l ed to M e s s i a h Vi l lage on 
Thursday evening, July 13, to provide a 
h o m e - m a d e ice c r e a m pa r ty for the 
r e s iden t s t he re . Rev . L e R o y W a l t e r s 
pas tors the Messiah Village. 
The W M P C of the Five Forks Church 
w e r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h r e e g u e s t s 
minister ing to the congregat ion during the 
month of July . On Sunday , July 9, Mr . 
O k a n o f rom J a p a n brought the morning 
message and on Wednesday evening, July 
12, Rev. and Mrs . J . Ra lph Wenger were 
the guest speakers . The pastor is Rev. W. 
Ruper t T u r m a n . 
The Messiah Village congregation held 
its first service as a new congregat ion on 
Sunday , July 2, with 34 char te r members . 
A Spir i tual Life C o m m i t t e e has been 
chosen to serve in an advisory capaci ty 
with the Chap la in , LeRoy B. Wal ters . 
Atlantic 
Special guest of the Elizabethtown con-
gregation on Sunday evening, July 9, was 
H e m K. Paul f rom India. Henry and Edna 
200th A N N I V E R S A R Y 
C O M M E M O R A T I V E P L A T E 
During this 200th year of the Brethren 
in Chris t Chu rch , the women of the 
El izabethtown congregat ion looked for a 
way to celebrate this anniversary and 
their heri tage. Their celebrat ion took the 
form of a 12" d iamete r Bicentennial 
Plate . 
T h e E l i z a b e t h t o w n W o m e n ' s 
Fel lowship took the church symbol—the 
cross, the dove, the basin and towel—to 
the Wil ton C o m p a n y . The re a mold was 
designed by the Wilton artist and a 
collection of plates were sand cast . 
This is a limited edition; the sand mold 
will no t be used a g a i n . S ince the 
El izabethtown congregat ion holds the 
patent , the W o m e n ' s Fel lowship felt tha t 
those who share their interest in our 
church ' s history should have the oppor-
tunity to have this plate. If you are 
interested in purchasing a plate for 
yourself , a m e m b e r of your family,-or a 
gift for a f r iend, they are available f rom 
the El izabethtown W o m e n ' s Fellowship. 
T h e cost of a plate is $12 (plus $1.50 
mailing and insurance fees). Since this is 
a limited edit ion, orders will be filled only 
as long as these plates are available. 
Ques t ions a n d / o r orders should be 
sent to: 
Mrs . John Eyer 
W o m e n ' s Fel lowship 
El izabethtown Brethren in Chris t 
Church 
620 S. Hanove r S t ree t 
El izabeth town, P A 17022 
Kreider, fo rmer medical missionaries to 
India hosted the service. The pastor is Rev. 
Elbert N. Smi th . 
Fo rmer pastor of the Hummelstown 
Church, Rev. Eldon Sheffer, was guest 
speaker for the congregation on Sunday, 
July 23. The present pastor , Rev. and Mrs . 
Andrew Slagenweit , have taken a 10-day 
trip to Nica ragua . Rev. and Mrs . Will iam 
Hoke , were guest speakers on Sunday 
evening, July 9, at a Vesper Service held on 
the lawn of Cecil, A lma , and Ruth Cr ider . 
Rev. Kenneth Letner was installed as 
assistant pas tor of the Lancaster congrega-
tion on Sunday morning, August 6. A 
consecretat ion service was held on July 23, 
for newly elected deacons, Car l Mell inger 
and A l m a Engle. Rev. Eber Dour te is the 
pastor . 
T h e Manheim congregation held a 
Farewell Social for their pastoral couple, 
Rev. and Mrs . Isaac Kanode on Sunday 
evening, July 16. Rev. John Bundy has 
accepted pastoral leadership at Manhe im. 
Canadian 
Children 's Day, June 11, was observed 
by the Houghton congregation as a com-
bined bapt i smal -communion service. The 
pastor is Rev. John Sider . 
On S u n d a y evening, J u n e 18, the 
Massey Place congregation completed 
their Love Loaf P rog ram with a " H u n g e r 
S u p p e r " of soup , buns , and wa te r . 
Following the supper , " love loaves," con-
t a in ing $656.71, were col lected and 
broken. The pastor is Rev. Douglas Sider. 
Special guests of the Oak Ridges con-
gregation were the T o m Clause Indian 
Family dur ing the month of June. Rev. 
J a m e s P. Sider is the pastor . 
The Stayner congregation reports a Bap-
tismal Service on Sunday evening, J u n e 18. 
B i shop R o y V. S ider p resen ted the 
message and pastor , Rev. Harvey Stickley, 
was in charge of the bapt ismal service. 
Central 
A Join t C o m m u n i t y H y m n Sing and a 
Fellowship Meal were held by the Bethel 
(Merrill) congregation, the Por ter Free 
Methodis t Church , and the Jackson Street 
United Brethren in Chris t Church on 
Sa tu rday evening, June 10. Rev. Bedsaul 
Agee is the pastor of the Bethel congrega-
tion. 
Ralph Hoke, member of the Christian 
Union congregation, was presented a pla-
que for his service on the Youth for Chris t 
Board of Directors . The presentat ion was 
made by Ron Aege, Y F C director . 
Special guest of the Fairview congrega-
tion were Phyllis Engle on Wednesday, 
Aug. 16, and Selah, a music team f rom 
Messiah College, on Wednesday, Aug. 23. 
The pastor is Rev. Henry Miller . 
A series of four meetings relating to 
Christ ian mar r iage were held by a Bible 
study g roup of the Highland congregation, 
f rom July 25 to Aug. 15. John Carrol l of 
the Living Hope Counsell ing Center led 
the studies. Rev. Louis Cober is the pastor . 
The Sippo congregation held a Fa ther -
Son banquet on Wednesday evening, J u n e 
28 with Rev. Roy Beitzel, " T h e Cowboy 
Preacher" as the guest speaker . The pastor 
is Rev. Eli Hoste t ler . 
Special guest speaker for the Valley 
Chapel congregation on Sunday morning, 
July 16 was Johnathan Mwaalu. Brother 
Mwaalu is assistant to the bishop in Z a m -
bia. Rev. Paul Smucke r is the pastor at 
Valley Chapel . 
Midwest 
T h e G o s p e l L o v e r s Q u a r t e t f r o m 
Campbellsville, Kentucky, traveled to 
Iowa during the first par t of July where 
they gave concerts in the Dallas Center 
Church as well as several other churches in 
the communi ty . The pastor at Dallas 
C e n t e r , Rev . N o r m a n C h a n n e l , pa r -
ticipated in the concerts . 
The Oak Park congregation held an 
installation service for their pastoral cou-
ple, Rev. Verle and Maralee Brubaker, on 
Sunday, J u n e 11. 
Special guests for the Zion congregation 
on Sunday, July 23, were " S e l a h , " a music 
ministry team f rom Messiah College. The 
pastor is Rev. Paul Hess. 
Pacific 
On Sunday a f te rnoon , J u n e 25, the Life 
Line congregation held a bapt i smal service 
for six persons. Rev. Paul Hill is the 
pastor . 
T h e M o r e n o congrega t ion he ld a 
farewell service for their pastoral family, 
the Sam Fishers, on Sunday , J u n e 11. Rev. 
Ric Feeney assumed pas tora l respon-
sibilities on July 23. 
An Open House in honor of Rev. and 
Mrs. Adolf Jordan's twenty-fif th wedding 
anniversary was held on J u n e 18. Rev. 
Jo rdan was converted under the ministry 
of the Lifeline Mission, San Francisco. H e 
has been engaged in mission work and a 
pastoral ministry since his conversion. 
M r s . J o r d a n is t h e f o r m e r E v e l y n 
Frysinger. They are presently associated 
with A l t a L o m a Bre th r en in C h r i s t 





C a m p Lakeview, Goodr ich , Michigan, 
near F l in t , a y e a r - r o u n d c a m p and 
retreat center of the Cent ra l Conference 
is in need of a ca re taker and a cook. 
T h i s r e q u e s t is s h a r e d wi th t h e 
denominat ion in the hope tha t a couple 
would be prepared to give several years 
of voluntary service. M o d e r n housing 
would be provided plus the other basic 
needs of the couple. 
In t e re s t ed coup les should c o n t a c t 
Ronald S labaugh , Secretary of the Board 
of Directors. His address is Rou te 1, 
Sandusky, M I 48471. His phone is (313) 
672-9624. 





Donna L. Zook 
Did you ever wonder why things 
happen as they do, and how good can 
come f rom a c i rcumstance about 
which you have so many questions? A 
similar situation happened at Cedar 
Grove recently. For months, we had 
planned for a week of revival services 
this summer. Upon learning that our 
scheduled evangelist asked for an 
evening " o f f , " the Church Board 
decided that it should be Monday 
evening. We would meet at the church, 
pray specifically for revival, and have 
our hearts open for what the Holy 
Spirit would do for, in, and through 
us. 
The services on Sunday were well 
a t tended, and the messages were 
marked by truth and anointed by God. 
Then Monday came. What would God 
do? Would many people come? What 
about those who would come from 
near and far to hear our well-known 
evangelist. 
Just two days before, a sister of our 
congregation suffered a stroke, and 
was on the critical list in a nearby 
hospital. When we arrived at the 
church on Monday evening the hus-
band, daughter, son-in-law and three 
children were already seated in the 
sanctuary. They were carrying the 
weight of a tremendous decision—to 
have the doctors disconnect the 
respirator that was keeping their loved 
one alive. There was sadness, and we 
almost felt we were at tending a 
funeral. The family had been asked by 
P a s t o r He id le r to c o m e to the 
meeting. In consultation with the doc-
tors, it was decided that the respirator 
would be disconnected on Tuesday 
noon, after prayer had been offered on 
Monday evening. All this, on an 
evening when we were to be praying 
for revival. How would it fit together? 
Surely God was aware of all these 
circumstances, and ministering to this 
family in need was of vital importance. 
Members of our body were suffering. 
The service began. A visiting pastor, 
who had hoped to hear the evangelist, 
brought a meditation as pertinent as 
the situation demanded. He was "right 
on," and God spoke through him the 
th ings we needed to hea r . God 
arranged it, you see! Then the pastor 
called for a time of prayer. First of all, 
to support the grieving family. They 
were asked to come to the altar, and 
many joined in a real prayer burden. 
There were tears and sighs, but finally 
the husband prayed a beautiful prayer 
of relinquishment in a voice loud 
enough for all to hear, "Lord, if this is 
the time you want to take her, it's 
alright. I love you anyway." 
Volunteers were called to the altar 
to represent the lost, backslidden, and 
cold, and a time of prayer was spent 
for each. We will not soon forget the 
prayer of our warm and caring 
deacon. He was asked to pray for the 
cold of heart. We anticipated a prayer 
for those not even there that evening, 
not desiring to come, those on the 
fringes of our circle. But as the Spirit 
prayed through him, we were reminded 
that God wasn't cold when planning 
salvation for us, caring for and loving 
us enough to send Jesus, the only Son 
he had. Jesus wasn't cold when he 
went about doing good, and finally 
offered his own life a sacrifice for our 
sins, loving us unto the end. Soon we 
all were involved in a prayer that 
asked God to remove any bit of 
coldness from our hearts, and set a 
flame in its place. 
Other needs were prayed for, and 
we arose, refreshed. The grieving 
fami ly was no longer sad, but 
beaming. They had received strength 
beyond their own. The next evening 
God chose to heal their loved one by 
taking her to be with him. Her last 
words were "Yes, Jesus.") 
And what happend to us? We had 
been revived, and were better prepared 
for the remaining revival services. God 
arranged it! He always knows what he 
is doing! We will never be disap-
pointed when we look to him and 
expect him to take control. Praise be 
to his holy name! 
The writer is a member of the Cedar Grove 
congregation, near Mifflintown, Pa., in the 
Allegheny Conference. 
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Between Brethren 
Conference is over 
Campmeeting done 
Now that we're home we can rest. 
We listened a long time 
We're tired to the bone 
We've decided for sure, home is best. 
Tha t ' s sort of how I felt after General 
Conference and Memoria l Holiness Camp. I 
heard several people talk about being con-
ferenced and camp-meetinged out. 
Good. 
It 's t ime that we're tired of meetings and 
ready to go home—not because the meetings 
were bad, but because they were great. 
I learned at General Conference that the 
nine people Morr is Sider wrote about in his 
Nine Portraits were all f rom families new to 
the brotherhood. Lesson: the church, to do 
God ' s work, needs the new families to go with 
the strength of the old. 
Therefore: I had better be busy applying this 
lesson, seeking to follow the Holy Spirit in 
witnessing. Or, to be more precise, it's time for 
me to talk to my neighbors across the street. 
I l e a r n e d — a n e w — a t C a m p m e e t i n g the 
necessity for the purity of the Holy Spirit in 
my life in order to experience His power. 
Lesson: Campmeet ing is not the place I es-
pecially need God to keep me pure; home is. 
Therefore: here, at home, I had better seek 
the purity of the Holy Spirit , with all that such 
purity in daily living implies. 
I learned at Conference that our fathers 
were thought peculiar because they followed 
Christ scrupulously. Lesson: their peculiarity 
was in itself neither good nor bad; their deep 
desire to follow Christ whatever others think is 
a desire I must have if I am to follow Christ at 
all. 
Therefore: we dare not worry what others 
might say or think—we must obey. Obedience 
flows freely in power f rom God 's grace 
released in our striving for purity. 
So I have learned, or have been reminded, to 
start in Jerusalem, live holy before God, and 
follow him in all his commands . 
To put it another way, I have rediscovered 
the Great Commission and the Sermon on the 
Mount . 
That is why it is good that I 'm tired of 
meetings and glad to be home. Such lessons 
are useless unless applied. You see, now I need 
to rediscover James 1:22: "Be doers of the 
w o r d , and not h e a r e r s on ly , dece iv ing 
yourselves." 
Daryl R. Climenhaga 
Daryl, with his wife Lois, are members of the Nappanee 
Brethren in Christ Church (Central Conference). He will be a 
student at the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries this 
fall. 
